
  
 
 
        

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

El Salvador, May 2007 
 

HCI Surgeons: 
     Sam Weinstein, 

Montefiore Medical 
Center, New York, 
NY 

 
Alistair Philips, 
 Ohio ChildrenÕs 

Hospital, Columbus, 
Ohio 

 
Bloom Hospital Surgeons: 
     Guillermo Martinez 
      Francisco Gamero 
 

Children who received open heart surgery: 
 

 

 
Fabiola Alexandra Vega, 10 years old was 
diagnosed with a large ASD. 
 She was born very small and never grew at a 
normal pace. Her mother fell ill after giving 
birth and could not take appropriate care of 
Fabiola. It wasnÕt until Fabiola was 2 years old 
that her parents discovered she had a heart 
problem which required surgery. 
FabiolaÕs surgery was on May 14, 2007. She 
recovered quickly and was able to go home a 
few days after surgery. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Tania Vanessa Sanchez, 15 years old, 
was diagnosed with a large secundum 
ASD, when she was 2 years old. 
Tania was referred to the cardiologist 
at the Bloom ChildrenÕs Hospital and 
has been waiting to have a surgery 
ever since.  
 

Tania lives in San Pedro Perulapan with her parents. Growing up, she 
always loved to rollerblade but was not able to do so as she got very 
tired and fainted easily 
 
On May 14, 2007 finally got her surgery. She recovered well and was 
able to go home a few days later. She will soon be able to rollerblade 
without getting tired. 

In May 2007, thanks to the generous support of our donors, loaners, medical 
volunteers and local partners, Heart Care International returned to San 
Salvador, El Salvador for the third time to perform life saving surgeries on 
24 kids and catherizations on another 25 children. 
 
HCI and Bloom Hospital teams worked side by side during the surgeries and 
catherizations making it possible to achieve HCI goal of sharing skills and 
training of the local medical staff.  

 

 
 
All surgeries and post-
operative care was done at 
the Benjamin Bloom 
ChildrenÕs Hospital in San 
Salvador. 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Laura Emperatriz 
Cruz Soriano, 4 years 
old, TOF 
 
She lives in Sta. Clara 
with her parents and 
two older siblings. 
She likes to paint and 
play with dolls.  
 

When she was one year old the pediatrician found 
she had a heart murmur and referred her to the 
Bloom hospital.  She was put in the waiting list for 
heart surgery since then. 
She finally had surgery on Wednesday, May 16. 
She recovered well and was able to go home a few 
days after surgery. 
 
 

 

 
 
Neftaly Ulises 
Alvarenga, 16 years 
old, Scimitar 
syndrome 
 
He lives in Charatengo 
with his mother and 
two siblings.  His 
father lives in the US.  
He likes to read and 
study. 
 

His parents have been aware of his heart problem 
since the day he was born.  At the age of 4 he was 
scheduled to have a surgery but his mother got 
scared and pulled him out of the hospital.  
As his symptoms grew worse and worse his 
mother realized the urgency of having him 
operated.   
He had surgery on Wednesday, May 16. He 
recovered well and was able to go home a few 
days later 
 

 

 

Heidi Mejia Hernandez, 
10 years old, TOF . 
She lives with her 
mother and younger 
sibling in Apopa. Heidi 
likes to play with dolls. 
She goes to school 
although most days she 
could not go as she 
would often get sick, be 
too tired to walk or 
faint.   

Her parents knew she had a heart and lung problem 
since she was born. When Heidi was 4 year old she 
had a lung surgery and was scheduled to have a heart 
surgery a year later but her parents got divorced and 
her dad took her and hid her.  She was unchecked until 
a couple of years ago when her mother found her and 
took Heidi with her. 
She had surgery on Wednesday, May 16. She 
recovered well and was able to go home a few days 
later. 
Heidi was very happy after the surgery as her lips were 
no longer blue and she knew she would be able to 
finally go to school regularly and play with her 
friends!! 
When she grows up she wants to be a doctor. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Bryan Osmali Lopez 
Salazar, 7 months old, 
Moderate PM VSD 
and suprav mitral 
membrane. 
 

He had surgery on Thursday, May 17. He recovered 
well and was able to go home a few days later 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Josue Emmanuel 
Perez, 7 years old, 
Large secundum ASD 
He lives with his 
parents and younger 
sister. He likes to play 
with toy cars and ride 
his bike although he 
would get tired easily. 
He goes to school but 
needs special 
attention. 
 

When he was born his parents were told he had a 
strabismus. It was until Josue was 3 years old that 
a doctor who was treating him for a cold, noticed 
that he had a heart problem.  He was then referred 
to a cardiologist in the Bloom Hospital. 
He had surgery on Thursday, May 17. He 
recovered well and was able to go home a few 
days later. 
 
 

 

 
 
Laura Daniela, 4 years 
old, Large secundum 
ASD 
 
She had surgery on 
Thursday, May 17. 
She recovered well 
and was able to go 
home a few days later. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Marilyn Liliana 
Velazquez, 7 years 
old, ASD 
 
She had surgery on 
Friday, May 18. She 
recovered well and 
was able to go home 
a few days later. 
 

 

 

Jazmin Nicole Gomez, 9 
months old, large PDA 
She lives in Zacamil with 
his parents and one older 
sibling. She originally 
had a twin sister who did 
not survived. She was 
born very small and 
hasnÕt been able to grow 
much. 

Her parents knew she had a heart and lung problem 
since she was born. When Heidi was 4 year old she 
had a lung surgery and was scheduled to have a heart 
surgery a year later but her parents got divorced and 
her dad took her and hid her.  She was unchecked until 
a couple of years ago when her mother found her and 
took Heidi with her. 
She had surgery on Wednesday, May 16. She 
recovered well and was able to go home a few days 
later. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Hugo Alberto 
Monta–o Lopez, 8 
months old, large 
PDA. 
He lives with his 
parents and 3 older 
siblings in San 
Vicente. 

When Hugo was 3 months old his parents took him to 
the doctor as they noticed he would sweat constantly 
even though he was always very calm. They found out 
he had a heart problem and needed surgery.  They 
desperately looked for ways to get me operated. 
He had surgery on Friday, May 18. He recovered well 
and was able to go home a few days later. 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Children that had a catherization procedure 
 
 
  NAME AGE DIAGNOSIS 
Thursday May 17     
  Jonatan Elias Ramos 10 yrs  moderate PS 
  Ever Alejandro Luna 6 yrs  severe PS 
  Moises Nahum Carrero 2 yrs  PCA  
  Karla Abigail Contreras 7 yrs  PDA 
  Kenia Beatriz Ortiz 3 yrs  PCA 
Friday May 18    
  Veronica Elizabeth Ramos  PCA 
  Jackeline Contreras 6 yrs  PDA 
  Vilma Moran 7 yrs  PDA 
  Jose Armando Murcia 8 yrs  ASD 
  Kenia Juarez 12 yrs  ASD 
  Darwin Alexander Gomez 1 yr 7 m PS  
Saturday May 19    
  Tania Maritza Perez Henriquez 20 yrs ASD 
  Kenia Alas Melara 12 yrs  ASD 
  Reyna Haydee Leon 16 yrs  ASD 
  Dario Oswaldo Sandoval 16 yrs  ASD 
Monday May 21    
  Noelia Guadalupe Rivas 5 yrs  ASD 
  Edwin Nahum Garcia 7 yrs  PDA 
  Raquel Alejandra Arana  14 yrs  ASD 
  Gerson Steven Gomez  2 yrs 8 m PDA 
  Karen Sofia Quintanilla  Large PDA 
  Uva Lisseth Luna 16 yrs  PDA 
Tuesday May 22    
  Gabriela Michelle Ulloa  PDA 
  Cristian Alexis Flores Hernandez  PDA 
  Dniela Alejandra Candray  PDA 
  Jeffrey Alexander Guerra   PDA 
 

HCI Cardiologists:  
Mark Boucek,  
Ana Bernus,  
 
Bloom Hospital 
cardiologist: 
Mauricio Velado 
 
All catherization 
procedures were done at 
the Hospital de 
Diagn—stico y 
Emergencias 

 

 



  
 

Heart Care International team at work 

In the Operating Room 

 
HCI and Bloom Hospital surgeons 

 

 
Dr Weinstein (right) and Dr. 
Martinez 

 
HCI anesthesia team 

In the PICU 

HCI team of ICU nurses, intensivists and respiratory therapists taking care of the children who had heart 
surgery 

 

 

  

 

  

 



  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children who had surgery in 2006 

Every year, our local partner, Sana mi Coraz—n, invites to a party at the hospital, all the children 
that had open heart surgeries the previous year.  Below are some pictures: 

 
Group picture 

 
Group picture 

 

Dr. Weinstein and 
Francisco Anthony. 
They both have a rare 
type of blood. Last year 
Dr Weinstein donated his  

blood to Francisco in the middle of the childÕs 
surgery.  After 16 days in the ICU he recovered 
well and went home to have a normal life. He now 
goes to school and helps his dad with the work in 
the field. 
 

 

Gabriela Crisitna, 6 yrs 
old. Her life after surgery 
has completely changed. 
She is now an excellent 
student and a competitive 
swimmer. 

 

A special visit 

 
 

The US ambassador to El 
Salvador, Charles Glazer, tours 
the PICU where HCI team of 
nurses and doctors care for post 
op children 

 

Thank you very much  
 

Your support makes Heart Care International 
mission trips possible 


